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Jirst Prize Winner 
Old <;iirl 
Tired sighs 
Lower your limbs 
Once sleek and steady, now slow 
Warm breath, cold nose 
Grey chin and aching bones. 
Sad eyes 
Watch me move 
Pick up sticks 
You'd toss high 
Snarl and chew. 
Whimpering cries 
While you sleep 
Feet twitch 
Running with me 
In your mind. 
No goodbyes 
Sweet friend 
My gentle, quiet girl 
You told me, too tired 
Let you go, I know. 
I'll hold you, watch 
Your tail sway 
You'll trust me 
And leave me 
My gentle, gentle friend. 
--l'lnne Steger 
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